American Literature

The Scarlet Letter Diaries

General Guidelines

You will work on this assignment throughout our reading of Nathaniel Hawthorne’s masterpiece, The Scarlet Letter. Your finished product will consist of six different sections constituted by twelve different diary entries. Please be advised that this assignment will count as a summative (TEST) grade and will be due on the following date: _________________________________

Section I
For this section you will complete one dairy entry and one participation activity. Consider the following question: what is your “secret sin”? Choose a letter to represent your sin and create an actual letter that you will wear throughout the school day on the following date: ___________________________. You may design your letter as ornately or as plainly as you would like, but ideally you should consider how to make your design a symbolically appropriate representation of your sin (For example, consider how the scarlet color and beautifully ornate design of Hester’s “A” are appropriately symbolic manifestations of the vivid passions of lust and the complex intricacies of love). You will get a daily grade for your participation in this activity and your reflection upon this experience will be part of your The Scarlet Letter diaries project. Before you wear your letter, write a diary entry in which you address the following:

1. What is your secret sin?

2. How does the letter represent your sin?
3. How does modern society view this sin?  Is it tolerated, frowned upon, or glorified?
4. How do you think people will react when they see you wearing your letter?
5. How do you think people would react to you if they knew your secret sin?

Section II

For this section you will complete one diary entry after you have worn your “scarlet letter” for a day. In this diary entry you should reflect upon the experience of wearing the letter, addressing the following questions:

1. How did people react to you?  
2. Did people treat you differently?  
3. Did you feel like an outcast?
4. What would it be like to have to wear this letter for the rest of your life?

5. How did this activity help you relate to Hester in The Scarlet Letter?
Find a creative way to physically incorporate the letter you wore into your finished writing project—whether you use on your cover or simply paste in on a piece of paper and include it among your entries.  
Section III
For this section you will complete one dairy entry for every six chapters we read, giving you a total of four diary entries: one for chapters 1-6, one for chapters 7-12, one for chapters 13-18, and one for chapters 19-24. For each entry you will choose one main character—Hester, Dimmesdale, Chillingworth, or Pearl—from whose perspective and in whose voice the entry will be written. If you so desire, you may use the same character for all four entries (this is ideal), or you may change characters if you prefer to do so. In your diary entry you should reflect upon the dilemmas and conflicts that your character faces in those chapters; be specific, be creative and avoid plot summary. What thoughts might be running through your character’s mind? Use the diary entry as your character’s opportunity to voice the concerns that he or she cannot share with anyone else in the rigid and gossipy Puritan village of Boston, Massachusetts. Your entries should be written in first person and should remain true to your character’s voice, level of diction, etc.  

Section IV
After each of your diary entries from section III, you will complete a separate writing, titled “Conflict Connections,” in which you discuss, in your own voice, how one of the conflicts your character is facing connects to your own life or to the modern world in some way. Great literature is often great because many of the conflicts therein are timeless, so take the time to reflect upon what you have read and make meaningful connections. You should have a total of four of these—one after each diary entry.
Section V
Choose one of the following entries to complete at the junction of your choice. This entry should appear after the character entries.
1. Discuss how this segment develops or relates to a major theme in the novel.
2. Identify two major symbols in this selection and discuss two possible meanings.  Then explain how they connect to a major theme.
3. Identify the impact that the setting in this section has on the development of the theme. Be sure to pay attention to social and spiritual as well as physical atmosphere.

Section VI
After you have completed the novel, choose a well-known person in modern culture that you believe society has “shunned” for some reason. Discuss this person’s sins and attach a letter to this person, explaining why the letter would identify and represent the person’s sins. For example, Lindsay Lohan might be assigned to wear a “D” for drug abuse, OJ Simpson an “M” for murderer, and Alex Rodriguez an “S” for steroid use. In this final diary entry, you will then discuss why society shuns people in general, what sins society still deems reprehensible, and how this specific person has been vilified (media, tabloids, denied television appearances, etc.) and/or punished. Conclude the diary entry by comparing and contrasting 1) sin in Puritan society and sin in contemporary society 2) the philosophy behind punishment for crimes in Puritan society and the philosophy behind punishment for crimes in contemporary society 3) Hester’s sin and your subject’s sin 4) Hester’s punishment and your subject’s punishment. 
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